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Prologue

In the aftermath of the Arab Spring, the Middle East has
undergone a dramatic geopolitical shift while a new regional
order is taking shape. First, nation state transition in the region
continues as disorder and turmoil give way to stability and
development. Second, the impacts of sectarian conflicts and US
strategic rebalancing demand positive participation from all over
the world to help stabilize and transform the region.

China and the Middle East have maintained cooperative
partnership for a long time. It’s in the interest of both parties to
strengthen bilateral relations and explore new areas for mutual
cooperation. Local countries in transition are looking to China
as a model of development, a source of economic aids, and an
alternative extra-regional power to moderate regional affairs.
At the same time, the region is also indispensible to China, if
China is going to undertake major-country diplomacy and push
forward the Belt and Road Initiative to qualify as a global power.
It's necessary and feasible for China to construct a new strategy
towards the Middle East in order to better accommodate the
regional transformation.

Our institutes initiated a special task force composed of
senior experts and young scholars to conduct researches on
China’s Middle Eastern strategy formulation. This report is the
final product of the research project. We hope it can contribute
valuable insights and reference to future academic study and
policy formulation in China.



Based upon the current situation in the Middle East, this
report highlights the inevitability and feasibility of the construction
of China’s Middle East strategy under the framework of China’s
foreign policy strategy. The report also explores the strategy’s
content, objectives, priorities, and approaches from an academic
perspective. It points out that the strategy needs to incorporate
the following core concepts: cherishing friendship, win-win
cooperation, common development, justice and fairness, peace
and stability. The strategy is so designed as to promote bilateral
relations between China and the Middle East, to expand China’s
national interests in the Middle East, and to strengthen China’s
presence there. Or put in another way, the strategy should help
China enhance its political influence, economic competitivenes,
and cultural appeal in the region. The report suggests that China
should follow the natural course of recent developments in the
region, wait for its time to constructively engage with regional
powers, and actively promote peace and stability in the region
through cooperation with local players.

The report is the first attempt in proposing the construction
of China’s own Middle East strategy and by itself is a
comprehensive and solid academic study. We are glad to present
this report to policymakers, researchers and interested audience
as well, and are confident that this report can help enhance
China’s Middle East study.

CHEN Dongxiao
President of SIIS
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Summary

In recent years, the situation in the Middle East has
undergone drastic changes. First, regional political transition
ensuing the Arab Spring has entered a new stage, where besides
thorny challenges and crises, new trends of stability are also
taking shape. This stage is going to dominate regional countries’
political and social evolution for a long time. Second, the US
pivot strategy away from the Middle East triggered the collapse
of the old geopolitical order in the region, while localplayers
were left to adapt themselves to the transformation. During this
process, competition even conflicts surfaced, but all these will
ultimately lead to a more balanced regional security order. Over
the past few years, China has successfully transformed itself
into a prominent global power. The new administration headed
by President Xi put forward major-power diplomacy befitting this
change. Therefore, it's also necessary for China to construct a

grand strategy towards the Middle East.

Based on the latest developments in the Middle East,
this report highlights the inevitability and feasibility of the
construction of a Middle East strategy under the framework
of China’'s major-power diplomatic strategy, and discusses the
strategy’s content, objectives, priorities, and approaches from
an academic perspective. The report puts forward the four

proposals: 1. China’'s Middle East strategy is an integral part of
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its overall foreign policy strategy, therefore must be kept in line
with China’s foreign relations, especially concerning the region.
2. Guided by the principles of the overall diplomatic strategy,
China’s Middle East strategy needs to accommodate regional
countries’ interests and concerns in order to secure sound
bilateral relationships. 3. China’s legitimate interests in the
region and the basic principles for its engagement with regional
powers should be clarified. China should take a more proactive
and constructive approach in addressing regional affairs, in
order to contribute Chinese political wisdom into international
rules and agenda setting, especially concerning the Middle East.
4. China needs to focus on the political transformation under way
and push forward its cooperation with regional powers regarding
the Belt and Road Initiative in order to strengthen bilateral

relations with the region.
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