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Yoshihide Suga Government’s Taiwan Strait Policy and
the Development Trend of Japan-Taiwan Relations
Yan Anlin

Abstract: Since YoshihideSuga government came to power, Japan’s China policy has changed and
adjusted, including further involving itself in Taiwan affairs, interfering in China’s internal affairs and
vigorously promoting and improving relations with Taiwan. It shifted fundamentally the moderate
policy of Sino-Japanese relations which had been established at the end of Abe’s administration. The
external context of this shift is the Biden administration upholding the policy of “strategic competition”,
or even “strategic confrontation” towards China and conniving at Japan’s confrontation with China,
while the internal motivation lies in the furthering of the rightist tendency of Japanese domestic politics.
Japan regards China’s development as its biggest “real threat” . Under the circumstances of poor
internal governance and insufficient authority of Suga, the policy of containing China became his choice
to shift the blame of administrative failure, divert attention and boost the approval rating of the
cabinet. In the future, Japan and Taiwan are likely to make noticeable moves s in military, security,
maritime affairs and high-level exchanges, and the “one China” policy will be further hollowed out.
Keywords: YoshihideSuga government, Taiwan Strait policy, Japan-Taiwan relations
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