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When the Global Digital Ecosystem Encounters Hegemonic Politics :
The “ Huawei Confrontation” in 5G Market Negotiations

YANG Jian'

(1.Shanghai Institutes for International Studies, Shanghai 200233, China)

Abstract; When the U.S. government used hegemony and the system of allies to block an ICT company,
Huawei, two major conflicts intertwine in today’s world : one is the competition between China and the Unit-
ed States; and the other is the contradiction on the direction of digital ecosystem, a compatible, open, and
free digital ecosystem or a fragmented, closed, and blocked one. In the future, whether to build a reliable
and interoperable digital ecosystem based on multilateralism and globalization, or to build a divided digital
ecosystem by national borders and geopolitics is an important issue of global governance. Current 5G tech-
nology conflict will hurt global users’ interests, delay the deployment of the new generation of mobile net-
work around the world, affect the development of the digital economy in various regions and the realization
of some of the United Nations’ sustainable development goals and damage global digital ecosystem. There-
fore, in addition to defending Chinese enterprises interests, the Chinese government also need to raise the
banner of maintaining the “compatibility and openness of the digital ecosystem” to initiate a new era of the
global digital governance. If we cannot shift the focus of the Huawei Confrontation from the Sino-U.S. tech-
nological Cold War to what kind of digital ecosystem is desirable, then China and Huawei will remain in a
passive situation for a long time.
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