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Multi-stakeholders’ Participation in Global Climate Governance :
Process, Motivations and Path Selection

YU Hongyuan'

(1.Shanghai Institutes for International Studies ,Shanghai 200233, China)

Abstract; Multi-stakeholder is a key element to make up for the deficit of the sovereign state-centric governance
in the “Post-Paris” era and break the dilemma of collective action. Throughout the participation of multi-stake-
holders in the global climate negotiation and governance process, the number of stakeholders has been increased
and their status has been changed. The ways of influence that stakeholders make impacts are mainly embodied in
the multi-dimensional “soft power” and agenda setting and adjustment in the negotiations. The extensive partici-
pation of multi-stakeholders is not only the result of the expansion of negotiation and participation space brought
about by the fragmentation of the climate governance system, but also an important manifestation of the “New
Track” of climate governance that the United States has opened after withdrawing from the Paris Agreement and
the need for the United Nations to reshape its climate governance authority. However, in the process of multi-
stakeholder participation in global climate governance, there are still limitations, such as differences in values
and demands, unbalanced representation, and weak independence. In order to reduce these limitations, we need
to promote the United Nations’ “top-down” management system to achieve orderly participation, use minimalist
multilateralism’s “bottom-up” approach to reach effective participation, and enhance the independent status of
multi-stakeholders in the climate negotiation rules system.

Key words: multi-stakeholder; climate negotiations ; path dependence ; international cooperation; multilat-

eralism



