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has strengthened multilateral cooperation with the United Nations, WHO and
other international institutions, provided medical and health assistance to neigh-
boring countries and Africa. EU pandemic governance manifests the unique na-
ture of integration model, that is, clear and pragmatic allocation of power and
responsibilities to avoid governance dilemma, different levels of governance as a
result of varying situations in different areas, plural governance actors trying to
maintain a balanced relationship, and reliance on normative power to upgrade
its international influence and soft power. Different from the “strong national-
ism” where a state mobilizes national strength to curb the spread of the pandem-
ic and the “weak nationalism” where a state is constrained by domestic politics
and takes the guarantee of normal economic activities as the premise, the Euro-
pean Union explores a third way based on its own characteristics. EU’s pandem-
ic governance highlights the European model’s resilience of internal unity and
external strength.

Key words: EU health governance, European integration, the COVID-19 pan-

demic, European model

From Nation— State to Global Order: The Vision of World Politics in
the Age of Artificial Intelligence

FENG Shuai

Abstract: The rapid development of artificial intelligence technology and the sci-
entific and technological revolution caused by it will have a far-reaching impact
on the political life of human society. It can not only impact the existing politi-
cal systems in varying degrees, but also gradually change various key elements
in the sovereign state structure with the continuous release of its influence.
Through the introduction of new elements and the creation of new dimensions,
artificial intelligence technology will open up a new space for the morphological
replacement of world politics. From the beginning of the participation of artifi-
cial intelligence technology in political activities, the world will generally go
through four stages of political evolution. After the transition of a low-intelli-
gence society, the world political system will gradually surpass the existing hu-
man cognition of politics in the moderately intelligent society. Rational human
society needs even high human spirit as the bottom line when choosing political
form. Therefore, the technological totalitarianism model characterized by the
deep combination of anarchy and artificial intelligence technology will be a major
risk in the evolution of the system. After the technical level of artificial intelli-
gence and the ideological cognition of human society are more mature, a more

stable world political form can take shape between algorithmic feudalism and in-

v



telligent world government. The rapid development of artificial intelligence
technology will redefine the connotation of world politics and eventually pro-
mote a new global order.

Key words: artificial intelligence, world politics, technological totalitarianism,

algorithmic feudalism, intelligent world government, nation-state, global order

Transcending the “West — East” Dichotomy: On the Self — binding and
Emancipation of the Studies on Ancient East Asian Orders
CHEN Zheng

Abstract: Developing International Relations theories based on ancient East Asi-
an historical experiences, especially the workings of the so-called “tribute or-
der”, has become a hot topic in recent years. The rise of this academic agenda is
a response to both changing political realities and intensifying academic competi-
tions. A review of four representative works from the international academic
community, including discussions those works have stimulated, reveals several
contradictions that have arisen in their knowledge production and reception
process. As far as theoretical innovations are concerned, most of those works
come with an underlying tension between their universalist and particularist in-
spirations, either exaggerating differences between different regions, East Asia
and the West in particular, or ignoring the space for expanding theoretical scope
beyond East Asian experiences. In terms of policy thinking, as far as the con-
temporary situation of the East Asian region is concerned, neither “tribute” nor
“hegemony” is in line with basic principles of China’s diplomacy. They are of
limited value for policy inspiration, and may even become a discourse trap for
Beijing. As the evolution of regional order in ancient East Asia is very complex,
scholars should “rescue” history from the “tribute paradigm” and pay full atten-
tion to experiences that go beyond the “tribute system” or “Chinese hegemony”
paradigm so as to make serious and systemic historical comparisons among dif-
ferent regions. Scholars should transcend the “East-West” dichotomy and break
through the self-restraint imposed by the aforementioned dual-intentions. They
should also guard against all forms of self-centered prejudice and promote dia-
logue and mutual appreciation actively so as to play an active role in construc-
ting a pluralistic and inclusive East Asian order through developing internation-
al relations theories based on/beyond East Asian experiences.

Key words: tribute order, East Asian order, Chinese diplomacy, exceptional-

ism, hierarchy, historical comparison, hegemony
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