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The Conception and Practice of Japan’s Participation in Global Digital
Economic Governance

Chen Youjun

With the booming digital economy the digital economic governance has become a new focus of
global economic governance game with the power to control the formulation of digital economic
rules becoming a key point of the international competition. Western countries have shown a strong
“enthusiasm” for taking part in the governance among which Japan regards the rule—making of
the governance of global digital economy as one of its new diplomatic tasks. Japan mainly
emphasizes the principles of liberalization openness undifferentiation and reliability so as to
highlight its characteristics of “high quality and high standard” in the design of rules. In the
practice Japan attempts to build a “digital economic governance alliance” on the bilateral and
multilateral levels that gradually transforms its vision into binding real rules and constantly
strengthen its capacity—building in the field of digital economy so as to enhance its role for
participating in the global digital economic governance. Japan attempts to take digital economic
issues as a new impetus to expand its international influence as a “great political power” as well as
to create favorable condition for economic structure upgrading and social transformation. However

due to factors relating to opinions of Japan’ s domestic economic circle Japan’s own diplomatic
capacity and influence and changes of the global political and economic configuration there are

still great uncertainties in Japan’ s orientation for its future digital economic policy.
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