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Understanding the New Strategy of America’s International Development
Cooperation: Its Aims and Implications to China

ZHOU Yuyuan'
( 1. Shanghai Institutes for International Studies Shanghai 200233  China)

Abstract: US foreign aid seems losing its importance under the Trump administration. However the
reforms of international development cooperation are speeding up. It can be observed from three aspects of
changes. The first one is the strategic and securitizing shift of US international development cooperation
and major power competition is greatly shaping US international development strategies. The second one is
the remaking of new model of US development cooperation. The third one is its strong strategic realism in
creating new institutions and tools of international development cooperation. It can be read from these chan—
ges that competing against china is becoming the main determinants of the shaping of US international devel-
opment strategy. The strategy shift is leading to policy changes. The US is attempting to offset China’s contri—
butions to the developing world by defaming Chinas development mode and constrain China’s influence by
utilizing existing multilateral development institutions. As well the US is expecting to reorganize existing
institutions and attempting to forge new international economic strategy such as creating new development
financing institutions. No doubt these changes will bring impacts on China’s international cooperation.
Though the short—term impacts shouldnt be overexaggerated the potential lasting and long-term impacts
will be huge challenges for China and deserve more attention.

Key words: the US; foreign aid; international development; China



