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Seven Decades of Diplomatic Relations between China and Southeast Asian Countries:

Experiences Reflections and Prospects

ZHOU Shi=in
(Institute for Foreign Policy Studies Shanghai Institutes for International Studies Shanghai 200233)

Abstract: China and Vietnam established official diplomatic relationship on January 28 1950 marking the real begin—
ning of diplomatic interaction between New China and Southeast Asian countries. Over the past seven decades China’s rela—
tions with Southeast Asian countries have not only experienced hostility and setbacks indifference and vigilance but have al-
so shown mitigation and improvement good-neighborliness and friendship and the two sides are now entering a new era of
close communication and cooperation. Historically China and Southeast Asian countries have accumulated rich diplomatic
strategic experiences in the process of interaction. They want to stick to their own development path but not blindly follow or
imitate models of other countries. They do not interfere in domestic affairs of other countries or permit other countries to in—
terfere in their own internal affairs. They seek to promote regional peace and prosperity in the process of enhancing regional
integration avoid unnecessary interference from extraterritorial factors and resolve issues mutually through consensus. At the
same time the two sides also learned from some setbacks and lessons that could have been avoided. For example they must
recognize the limits of their own strengths and abilities and try to avoid harms to each other. They shouldn’t expect too much
from other countries make unaffordable commitments or consider regional hotspots in a realist way let alone fall into securi—
ty dilemmas and cannot extricate themselves instead they must find constructive solutions on the basis of common interests
in order to promote sustainable security and prosperity by cooperative measures. Looking forward to the future China and
Southeast Asian countries must stand high and forge a common sense of community of shared future. In the long run both
sides should consolidate and enhance the strategic partnership for peace and prosperity. They can keep the mind to hold stable
regional cooperation mechanisms. Lastly both must be practical and push new achievements of joint projects to be bonds that
can boost a mutual identity so that all countries and peoples in the region can experience the sense of gains derived from the
bilateral relations of equality mutual benefit and win-win cooperation.
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