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25, 2019, https://www.bangkokpost.com/opinion/opinion/1701272/a0ip—a—new—asean—
regional—guide.

[2] Rizal Sukma, “Indonesia, ASEAN, and the Indo—Pacific: Strategic Necessities or Norm—
Setting Exercise,” Speech in CSIS, August 28, 2019, https://csis.or.id/download/166—post—
2019—08—21—Public_Lecture_CSIS_1_revised.pdf.
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well as the monopoly of the normative discourse power held by the
Arctic states on the governance of the Arctic:

4. The Middle East Situation in 2019: Intensifying Crises Internally
and Externally, and the Imbalance of the Regional Pattern, by
Qin Tian, Associate Research Professor at Institute for Middle East
Studies, CICIR; and Dong Bing, Assistant Research Professor at
Institute for Middle East Studies, CICIR- The Middle East situation
in 2019 is characterized by intensifying crises both internally and
externally, and the imbalance of the regional pattern- From a major-
country perspective, the extreme pressures put by the US on Iran
are unprecedentedly severe, while Iran is trying to fight back, with
them wandering on the brink of conflict- As a result, the security of
the Persian Gulf and West Asia is hanging on the stalemate between
the US and Iran- From a regional point of view, persisting popular
protests have occurred in Sudan, Algeria, Iraq and Lebanon, not
only challenging the old political system, but also likely to unfold
a new version of “Arab Spring”- The unrest roaring on in these four
countries has much weakened the solidarity of the Arab camp, hence
providing opportunities for Turkey, Israel and Iran to contend for
regional power, which has further tilted the balance of power in the
region- The tense relations between the US and Iran, the weakening
of the Arab world, and the imbalance of regional pattern are old
problems with new features, which is continuing to roil the Middle
East situation-

5. The ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific and its Strategic
Implications, by Zhou Shixin, Director of Neighborhood Diplomacy
Research Section under the Institute for Foreign Policy Studies
and Associate Research Fellow at Center for Asia-Pacific Studies,
Shanghai Institutes for International Studies- In June of 2019, the
34th ASEAN summit issued the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific
to illuminate ASEAN’s new perceptions about regional cooperation-
Although ASEAN is trying to clarify the geographical scope which
used to be blurred for its regional cooperation, the new definition
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of the Indo-Pacific is still blurry though much extended in scope-
However, this has indicated that a consensus is basically reached
within ASEAN to strengthen cooperation in a wider regional area-
Despite the differences and qualified opinions within ASEAN
during reaching the consensus, it has indicated the determination
and ambition of ASEAN to strive to avoid being marginalized in
the major country game under the critical circumstances that the
international and regional situation is currently in an accelerated
transition as well as do its best to safeguard and strengthen the
centrality of ASEAN in regional cooperation and promote common
development and prosperity among its member states- The ASEAN
Outlook on the Indo-Pacific can be said a way for ASEAN’s self-
protection, reflecting the deep sense of urgency held by the ASEAN
member states- Nevertheless, this document also reflects, to some
extent, the influence by the Indo-Pacific strategy pursued by the
US, Japan, Australia and France, thus having certain limitations-
The future of ASEAN calls for a spirit more in line with ASEAN’s
endeavor to promote regional common interests and more able to
reflect its inclusiveness, openness and cooperativeness so as to
provide stronger and more tenacious impetus to building a higher
quality ASEAN community and promoting regional peace and
prosperity-

6. The American Factor in China-Latin America Relationship, by
Dr- Cao Ting, Assistant Research Professor at Institute for Latin
America Studies, CICIR- In recent years, China’s relations with
Latin American countries have developed rapidly in a sustainable
way, which has alarmed the Trump administration of the United
States- As a result, the US government has taken multiple measures
to publicly intervene in the cooperation between China and the
Latin American countries, including frequently making anti-China
remarks on Latin American affairs, stepping up the momentum of
cracking down on left-wing regimes in Latin America, drawing
in right-wing regimes to form an anti-China camp, and putting
warnings on those Latin American countries that have just
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