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A Strategic Vision of the Lancang—Mekong Cooperation Mechanism
Zhou Shixin

Abstract Lancang — Mekong Cooperation Mechanism has been proposed and established with a fairly
comprehensive cooperation framework in less than two years. Lancang—Mekong Cooperation Mechanism is the new
erowth point in the development process of China’s relations with some ASEAN countries which reflects the
development tendency of diplomatic concept policy and focus of the relevant countries as well as their desire of
optimizing the subregional diplomatic environment and architecture and will promote countries to expand
cooperation range issues and functions. Lancang—Mekong Cooperation Mechanism is in line with existing norms of
the regional cooperation and supplement and inclusive with other GMS mechanisms and will be perfect and sound.
Lancang —Mekong Cooperation Mechanism is the concrete practice of China’s foreign policy in the neighboring
region. It needs to properly handle the relations with the existing GMS cooperation mechanisms and China—ASEAN

10+1 cooperation framework relations with cooperation mechanisms between other powers and GMS countries
as well as differences of cooperation agenda options among internal member States showing its unique advantages.
The construction of Lancang—Mekong Cooperation Mechanism has continuously made new achievements which will
promote Lancang—Mekong Community of shared Destiny political mutual trust economic progress and socio—
cultural symbiosis from concept to reality.

Key Words Lancang—Mekong Cooperation Mechanism China—ASEAN Relations Sub-regional Cooperation
Community Building
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