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and security risks still remain. In specific terms, the dilemmas has to be
overcome before China could better protect its overseas interests. The first is the
dilemma which China’s non-interference principle is at odds with its occasional
effort to play a constructive mediating role. The second is a dilemma in which
China’s military capabilities fall short in the face of serious security risks abroad.
The third is a legal dilemma in which there are few legal institutions tailor to the
need for better overseas interests protection. Generally, China’s overseas interests
can be classified into three categories, namely, core, vital, and ordinary in terms
of significance and into four categories, namely, political, economic, security, and
cultural in terms of their nature. To better protect its overseas interests, China
needs to establish a four-pronged model which involves efforts of the state,
enterprises, society, and individuals, and integrate and coordinate political,
economic, diplomatic, military, and legal tools.
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ABSTRACT: Since the 1990s, Nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) have
become an increasingly influential player in the international arena against the
background of the relatively declining authority and limited functions on the part
of the state and the growing attention paid to rights protection of marginalized
groups and to other related problems during the social transformation periods.
Specifically, NGOs have played an important role in implementing the agendas

of intergovernmental international organizations, expanding agendas in
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international relations, shaping international public opinion, engaging in
international negotiations, and providing alternative venues for governmental
diplomacy. The growing role and influence of NGOs have contribute not only to
China’s economic development and social progress but also to its engagement
with the outside world. At the same time, foreign NGOs also constrains China’s
efforts to implement its foreign policy, build a global reputation, protect overseas
interests, and participate in global governance. Therefore, China needs to support
the development of international-oriented social organizations, encourage and
facilitate homegrown social organizations’ effort to establish an international
network, and integrate social organizations into the government’s foreign aid
system, and let social organization play an appropriate role in China’s overall
diplomacy.

KEYWORDS: social organization, NGOs, China’s diplomacy, people-to-people

bonds

City Diplomacy and Major-Country Diplomacy with Chinese
Characteristics: Basic Principles, Strategic Coordination, and

Mechanism Innovation
CHEN Nan

ABSTRACT: City diplomacy is an integral component of China’s overall
diplomacy. Along with its growing national strengths and international concerns,
China has started a new process of its diplomacy in a major country’s capacity. It
is important to strengthen the strategic position of city diplomacy in China’s
overall diplomacy. Firstly, city diplomacy advocates win-win cooperation,

seeking common ground while reserving differences, and people orientation,
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