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“The Fourth Industrial Revolution” and Japan’s Structural Reform: The
Emergence, Introduction and Effect Evaluation of the New Concept

Chen Youjun

Faced with the three structural contradictions relating to population, industry and energy, Japanese
scholars such as Hiroshi Fujihara put forward a new concept of “the fourth industrial revolution”
and was soon accepted by the Japanese government and society. In order to implement the structural
reform in the context of the “Abenomics”, the Abe administration actively introduces and promotes
the new concepts of the fourth industrial revolution, attempting to build a new industrial system and

promote the transformation and upgrading of Japan’s overall economic structure throughout making
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H . http: //mainichi. jp/articles /20171201 /ddm/005 /070 /041000¢ [2017 =12 -10 ],
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use of artificial intelligence ( Al) , big data, internet of things ( IOT) and other emerging
technologies and rebuilding the industrial structure with automobile industry and healthcare industry
as the leading industries. Japan will accelerate the pace of industrial restructuring, build a new
industrial division system based on emerging technologies such as AI, big data and IOT and
promote the social transformation by renewing traditional social thoughts. However, the lack of
motivation and executive power in Japanese government and the sharp increase of social welfare
expenses may become the main obstacles to Japan’s implementation of the fourth industrial

revolution.
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