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Strategic Depth: A Suitable Doctrine for Turkey’s

Diplomacy?

Liu Xin

Abstract: As the insulator between two regional security complex of the Middle East and
EU, Turkey reveals its nature of a typical Insulator for a long time: vulnerable and frontier
in term of location and passive in term of practice in foreign policy. After the AKP took
office in 2002, under the guidance of Strategic Depth doctrine, Turkey is playing an
increasingly active and even proactive role from its insulator position. Based on alleged
optimal geographical and historical depth of Turkey, Strategic Depth set an assertive goal
of “Global Actor” for the republic to be achieved in 2023, by intervening in surrounding
areas and play a leading role as central country of multi-regions. But structural restrictions
of being an insulator are still powerful. There is huge tension between insulator and the
Doctrine. In pursuit of the goal, outbreak of “Arab Spring” provokes Turkey to implement
its policy mainly relying on military power. That finally caused its diplomatic isolation in
2015. In post- Davutoglu era, Erdogan still upholds Strategic Depth. The adjustment of
foreign strategy is badly in need. Turkey’s government should develop reasonable part of

the doctrine and discard the unrealistic one.

Key Words: Strategic Depth; Turkey’s Diplomacy; Insulator; Tension; Suitability
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