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Trends of the DPP Authorities’ External Policy

Abstract: Since returning to power, the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) has been trying to re-

verse Ma Ying-jeou’s policy of “diplomatic truce” and shatter the “one-China framework,” the prin-

ciple commonly acknowledged by the international community and the foundation of cross-Strait in-

teraction Based on “Taiwan ’s subjectivity” and the notion “from the world to the Chinese ( 77
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The Obama Administration’s Taiwan Policy: Between Strategic
Rebalance and Strategic Reassurance

Xin Y1

Abstract: During the Obama administration. the balance of power between China and the United
States kept shifting to China’s favor, and a regional order based on China-U. S. cooperation was re-
placing that which featured competition between both countries. Under the influence of those hard-
liners toward China, the Obama administration put forward the “Strategic Rebalance” strategy
aimed at preventing China from rewriting the regional order, and Taiwan, the Diaoyu Islands and
the South China Sea were three key points of the strategy. Tacit as it was about Taiwan’s role in the
Rebalance strategy, the United States kept strengthening its relationship with Taiwan on the tactic
level. Yet during Obama’s second term, the Rebalance strategy was weakened while both China and
the United States were taking efforts to enhance their “Strategy Reassurance. ” As a result, the
U. S -Taiwan relationship remained largely stable with few new breakthroughs on the tactic level. It
is expected that the U. S. > China policy will fall between “Strategic Rebalance” and “Strategic Reas-
surance” before their balance of power changes substantially, which determines that the Trump ad-
ministration will keep stabilizing the U. S -Taiwan relationship on the strategic level while trying to
strengthen the relationship on the tactic level, and that the Taiwan issue will remain unsettled for
quite a long time into the future

1

Keywords: the Obama Administration, U. S -“Taiwan relationship, “Strategic Rebalance”, “Strate-
gic Reassurance”

Author: Xin Yi is a PhD candidate at the Department of History, Sun Yat-sen University
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( 52 ) mainland,” the DPP’s external policy has three features: trying to take the initia—
tive, turning to Southeast Asia, and holding on to Taiwan’s “diplomatic relations” and its engage-
ment with international organizations. This article analyzes the DPP’s external policy and assesses its
feasibility by a comparative approach.

Keywords: the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) authorities, external policy, international or-
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ganization, “steadfast diplomacy”
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