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Abstracts

politics, functional “spillover” and global governance. Having a good knowledge of
different perceptions has implications for us to push forward the BRICS cooperation.
In order for the BRICS sustainable cooperation, we not only need to tell the “BRICS
story” to create a favorable opinion environment for BRICS cooperation, but also
to find out the new growth areas for BRICS cooperation by the analysis of different
perceptions. In other words, it is to build the BRICS into a greater community of shared
interests, shared responsibilities and common action by the innovation of cooperation

institution and the consensus action.

The Kurdish Problem in Middle East Context
Dong Manyuan

The Kurdish problem has long haunted the Middle East. It reflects the complex
regional ethnic conflicts that has given rise to the Kurdish resistance and independence
movement. The “Arab Spring” and the following Syrian and Iraqi crises have boosted
the movement, which puts the unity of Syria and of Iraq at stake, and has handicapped
Turkey’s intention to gradually play a dominant role in the Middle East. The United
States, Russia and regional countries such as Turkey and Iran have been eagerly
leveraging the Kurdish problem, intending to maintain their interests or prevail in the
strategic competition. The Kurdistan independence movement will be constrained by
both internal and external factors in the future, but Kurds’ effective advance in northern

Iraq and northern Syria would have a strong impact on the regional landscape.

The Pacific Alliance: Features and Prospects
Lou Xiangfei

As the most dynamic and attractive integration organization in Latin America, the
Pacific Alliance was established as a result of economic and political interactions.
Under its loose mechanism, the Alliance is committed to deepening integration and
enhancing the regional and international status of member states with a clear orientation
toward the Asia-Pacific region. The development of the Alliance is affected by various
issues, including the progress of institutional building, the economic ties among the

members, and the Alliance’s relations with other regional actors and the role of the
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United States. The Alliance has provided a new type of cooperation and dynamics for
regional integration. It is a beneficial supplement to the overall cooperative network

between China and Latin America.

Trump’s Asia-Pacific Policy and Its Future Directions
Liu Qing

After Donald Trump took office, the US policy toward the Asia-Pacific region has
made a substantial adjustment, by emphasizing the issue-oriented choice, pursuing
the principle of “American First”, firmly implementing the strategy of “peace through
strength”. However, it does not completely deny Obama administration’s Asia-Pacific
policy while including both inheritance and differentiation. The new government
continues to treat Asia Pacific as one of focuses of US foreign strategy, while it is of
more utilitarian and less idealism in terms of ways and means of implementation. The
practice of the new government’s Asia-Pacific policy will be affected by domestic
politics, alliance relations, and internal and external factors, and it will have to seek a

balance between its goals and its capabilities.

Germany’s Diplomatic Rebalancing and Its Impact on China
Zhao Ke

The German foreign policy is deeply affected by the process of economic globalization
and European integration. As the European Union is mired in multiple crises, Germany
has been rebalancing its diplomatic priority between maintaining its global economic
competitiveness and promoting European integration. Germany’s increasingly
Europeanized foreign policy means that concerns at the EU level, including regional
security, values, market access and fair trade, will be more emphasized in Germany’s
diplomacy. The traditional pragmatic approach of Germany’s China policy driven by
economic interests is undergoing profound changes. While posing challenges to China-
Germany relations, the German diplomatic rebalancing will also bring opportunities for
China to go beyond the inherent limit of bilateral relations and leverage Germany to

exert a positive impact on the EU as a whole.
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