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Trilateral Cooperation in Africa: How Can

China Accomplish?

Zhang Chun

Abstract: Since the Beijing Summit of FOCAC in 2006 international
community with Europe and USA as representatives had been continually
imposing pressures on China to conduct trilateral cooperation in Africa. However
developments of international situations since the global financial crisis in 2008 had
fundamentally changed China’ s policy room which contributed to the transition of
China’ s policy stands from passive defense to active shaping trilateral cooperation in
Africa. China has consulted with several important African partners about trilateral
cooperation. Although Chinese government has advocated the “Africa — proposed
Africa — agreed and Africa — led” principles for guiding trilateral cooperation in
Africa there’ s still lack of guidelines for the rest pillars of this cooperation. The
author argues that China should take the initiative and shape trilateral cooperation in
Africa focusing on identifying the most important cooperation fields and potential
partners and improving policy support system.

Key Words: China — Africa Relations; Trilateral Cooperation; Active

Shaping; Policy Design
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