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China in the Middle East: Discourses and Reality

Li Weijian

Abstract: Since the 18th CPC National Congress during which China proposed to
carry out major — country diplomacy with Chinese characteristics China’ s diplomatic
discourse has progressively converted from exploring the path of major — country
diplomacy with Chinese characteristics to constructing new — type international relations
of win — win cooperation then to actively promoting the construction of new — type
partnership  with more distinctive features clearer strategic goals and more active
discourse shaping. Therefore China’s international diplomatic discourse with peaceful
development and win — win cooperation as its core ideas has been clearly
constructed. Against such backdrop China’ s diplomatic discourse on the Middle East
has also been put on the agenda. After years of turmoil transforming from chaos to
governance should be the urgent priority of Middle FEast countries. However the
diplomatic crisis between Qatar and some countries including Saudi Arabia once again
verified the complexities in geopolitics and religious and cultural relations in the Middle
East. It also demonstrated that outdated ideas on geopolitics and sectarian game theory
still exist and stand in the way of regional stability and development. To play a bigger
role in the Middle East China should focus on promoting regional peace and
development  which highlights the importance of the speeding up of the construction of
China’ s diplomatic discourse on the Middle East. China’ s diplomatic discourse on the
Middle East must reflect China’s diplomatic ideas and always make peace and
development as its core. At the same time China should also associate itself with real
problems that regional countries are generally concerned about. The ultimate goal of
China’ s diplomatic discourse on the Middle East is to promote the conversion of
countries’ ideas so as to prevent negative game conflicting theories promote positive
cooperation and reach regional consensus on common development.

Key Words: Major — country Diplomacy; Discourses Conversion; Middle
East Diplomacy; Discourses Construction
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