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A Study on the Japan-Russia relations in the Era of the Democratic Party of
Japan and Its Strategic Outlook

CHEN You-jun
(Institute for World Economy, Shanghai Institutes for International Studies, Shanghai, 200233, China)

Abstract: In August 2009, the Democratic Party of Japan became the ruling party instead of the Liberal Democratic Party,
promoting the political reform in Japan. Hatoyama government tried to make Japan's politics out of the shackles of the United
States, and emphasized the foreign policies on upgrading the cooperated relations in East-Asian region. Therefore, the tensions
between Japan and Russia over the territorial disputes were eased temporarily. However, with the fall of the Hatoyama regime,
the subsequent governments of the Democratic Party returned to the standpoint of "following the United States," regarded as the
conservative political posture. More importantly, it made the Japan-Russia territorial disputes upgrade rapidly, and the bilateral
relations are only maintained through the economi¢ cooperation.
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